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But bloody sacrifices are only a small part of the system
of vows which includes not only products of the earth, costly
handkerchiefs and carpets, but the promising of girls to the
descendant of some noted saint. One powerful wely, Sfdna
'Ali, near Jaffa, is reputed to be able to attract to himself
votive offerings of grapes, wheat, or bread, thus saving the
trouble of a journey to the one vowing!1
Materially considered, the shrines are of many kinds,
ranging from a rude circle of stones around an ordinary flat
grave, under an oak tree, to a costly mausoleum with one or
more domes. It should not be necessary to emphasise the
fact that while the cult is contrary to a strict interpretation
of the Koran, it does not tolerate any semblance of an image.
Within a built shrine are to be found only a mihrab, or
prayer-niche, directed toward the south, a lamp or lamps,
and often a pitcher of water for the pilgrim. Visitors often tie
rags on the window of the building, or even on a tree, merely
in memory of their visit. Sometimes the shrines are un-
guarded, though the power of the wely prevents the theft of
votive offerings. But each important shrine has its ser-
vant; the more important may have several. Among the
diet any event of importance—such as a circumcision, a wedding, the
arrival of a guest, the building of ii house, a meeting for reconciliation,
the return of pilgrims, the payment of vows, even in modern times
the opening of a- railway—is especially .signalized by a "killing." In
some instances the ceremonial or religious element in the act clearly
predominates; in others a purely utilitarian or Hocial element ob-
tains; in still others the two elements appear to be held in balance;
while in a large number of cases it requires delicate discrimination on
the part of the investigator to decide whether the ceremonial element
enters at all into the consciousniicss of the one "killing." The whole
subject fit/ill awaits further study. Dr. Curtiss, in his "Primitive Se-
mitic Religion To-day," does not appear to have fully realized the utili-
tarian use of the word.
1 See article entitled "Orders of Holy Men in Palestine," pp. 22-38,
by P. J. Baldensperger, found in the " Quarterly Statement of the Pal-
estine Exploration Fund for 1894"; tin's citation is from p. 33. The
whole article is a storehouse of practical information regarding our
subject, based on intimate personal experience, as the author was bom
in Palestine and lived among the follaliln. The material, though not
well systematized, is of the highest value.

